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UNIVERSAL SERVICE: 
AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
THE ALL-VOLUNTEER ARMED SERVICES 
1'he Nixon administration has committed itself lo working toward an all�volunteer 
armed force after the conclusions of the Vietnamese war� The reaction in the military 
and in Congress, however, has been somewhat less than enthusinstic. Still another 
possibility for solving the Nation's manpower needs is Universal Seroice, a proposal 
which would require all citizens between the ages of 18 and 20 to serve the 
Government in some capacity, either in tile military or in some form of social or 
community endeavor. 
An article prepared by 
Dr. Vincent Davill 
Chester W. Nimitz Chair of Political Science 
The first instance in W cslcrn Ht era• 
turc of an attempt to devise an ideal 
way to recruit and structure military 
forces into the fabric of a society was 
probably Plato's dialog, 1'/w Republic. 
This same general effort has continued 
over the intervening two and a 1mlf 
millcniu, citbcr aided or handicapped hy 
changing social, politicalt and economic 
conditions. 
The effort to devise the most acccpl• 
able method for recruiting and orgauizD 
ing armed forces appeared to he an 
especially acute problem in the United 
States in early l 970 as the Nation faced 
the new decade and the remainder of 
lhc 20th century. The American people 
Hccmc<l weary from 30 year:; of allerD 
nating hot and cold war and preferred 
to turn their attentions townrd n wi.dc 
variety of urgent domestic problems. 
Moreover, many Americans appeared to 
he cuught in the grip of an agonizing 
concern over fundamental social values, 
customs, luws, and processes. Numerous 
fom,s of established order and estab­
lished authority were under attack, in 
some cases violent attack. At times it 
appeared that the very fabric of society 
was beginning to unravel. Haaic uncer­
tainties led to a sense of national drift, 
if not paralysis, and made it very diffi. 
cult to determine with nny degree of 
precision just how many Americans 
could be relied on to give strong support 
to any particular program or course of 
action. 
Yet, many kinds of urgent interna­
tional problems remained on the global 
agenda as the l 960's gave way to the 
l970'a, and most of these involved the 
United States, whether Americans liked 
it or not. It was clear enough that the 
United States, either hy action or by 
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